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S-1762. 1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5741

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmmittee on Government Operations & Elections (originally
sponsored by Senators Kastama, Roach, Fairley, Benson, Prentice,
Ber key, Haugen, Sheldon, MAuliffe, Shin, Parlette, Milliken, Doumt
and Kohl -Welles; by request of Secretary of State)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 23/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to voters' panphlets; and anmendi ng RCW 29A. 32. 010
and 29A. 32. 060.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29A. 32.010 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 801 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The secretary of state shall, whenever at |east one statew de
measure or office is scheduled to appear on the prinmary or genera
el ection ballot, print and distribute a voters' panphlet.

(2) The costs of printing and distributing a voters' panphlet may
be defrayed by the sale of advertisenents in the voters' panphlet. The
secretary of state may, in his or her sole discretion, accept
advertising that does not: (a) Advocate for or oppose any political or

reliqgious subject, issue, or candidate; (b) disparage or pronote any
person _or class of persons; (c) pronote businesses whose products,
services, or advertisenents are not suitable for readers or viewers of

all ages:; (d) pronpte or incite illegal conduct: (e) pronote the use or
availability of alcohol or tobacco products; (f) pronote the use or
avai lability of illegal drugs; (g) pronote the use or availability of

adult or sexually oriented entertai nnent or materials; (h) make cl ai ns
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of efficacy, suitability, desirability, or other nonobjective
statenments about businesses, products, or services; (i) include content
that infringes on any tradenmark, copyright, or patent right of another;
(j) make clains or representations in violation of advertising or
consuner protection laws; or (k) contain content that a reasonable
citizen may consider inappropriate to the maintenance of dignity and
decorum for governnent. The secretary of state's acceptance of any
advertising does not inply the conversion of, or convert, the voters'
panphlet into a public forum

(3) The secretary of state shall distribute the voters' panphlet to
each household in the state, to public libraries, and to any other
| ocations he or she deens appropriate. The secretary of state shal
al so produce taped or Braille transcripts of the voters' panphlet,
publicize their availability, and mail w thout charge a copy to any
person who requests one.

(4) The secretary of state nmay make the material required to be
distributed by this chapter available to the public in electronic form
The secretary of state may provide the material in electronic formto
conputer bulletin boards, print and broadcast news nedia, comrunity
conputer networks, and simlar services at the cost of reproduction or
transm ssion of the data.

Sec. 2. RCW 29A. 32.060 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 806 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

Comm ttees shall wite and submt argunments advocating the approval
or rejection of each statewide ballot issue and rebuttals of those
argunents. The secretary of state, the presiding officer of the
senate, and the presiding officer of the house of representatives shal
appoint ((t+he)) at least one but not nore than two initial ((+we))
menbers of each conmttee. |In making these commttee appointnents the
secretary of state and presiding officers of the senate and house of
representatives shall consider legislators, sponsors of initiatives and
referenduns, and other interested groups known to advocate or oppose
t he bal |l ot neasure.

The initial ((t+w)) nenber or nenbers nay select ((up—to—Ffour))
addi tional nenbers, and the commttee shall elect a chairperson. A
commttee may have up to six nenbers. The renmaining conmttee nenber
or menbers may fill vacanci es through appoi ntnent.
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After the conmttee submts its initial argunment statenents to the
secretary of state, the secretary of state shall transmt the
statenents to the opposite comnmttee. The opposite conmttee may then
prepare rebuttal argunents. Rebuttals may not interject new points.

The voters' panphlet may contain only argunent statenents prepared
according to this section. Argunents may contain graphs and charts
supported by factual statistical data and pictures or other
illustrations. Cartoons or caricatures are not permtted.

~-- END ---

p. 3 SSB 5741



	Section 1.
	Section 2.

